





























Test firing by Tim Mullin at 50 yards with 1911A1 and
M1A1.

[Cont. from page 24]

were between 17/& and 2% inches. My friend Tim Mul-
lin, who was shooting with me, had brought his CMP
1911A1 pistol that he had recently received and sug-
gested an interesting test as World War II paratroop-
ers were often armed with both a 1911 pistol and an
M1A1 Carbine and for some the M1A1 had replaced
the 1911. He decided to fire comparative groups rep-
resenting two situations: first, a meeting engagement

ew production M1A1 carbines feature many of
the same characteristics of the original Inland
Carbines and are manufactured in the USA,

The M1A1 carbine is modeled after a late produc-
tion 1944 M1A1 Paratrooper model with a folding
“low wood" walnut stock, type two-barrel band, and
includes the same adjustable sights which were ac-
tually introduced in 1944. A 156-round magazine is
included, and the rifle has the same common fea-
tures of the 1945 M1 model. Attention to detail has
been carefully taken to produce a replica as close
as possible to the original Inland production includ-

WANT A NEW PRODUCTION INLAND M1A1?

ORIGINAL G.I. INLAND M1A1 CARBINE
SHOOTING TESTS
50-YARDS, 3-SHOTS

UMC 110-grain FMJ 2%"
S&B 110-grain Soft Point 174"
Woalf 110-grain FMJ 2%"

COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS TEST

7-YARDS, STARTING WITH SAFETY ON,
THEN 5 ROUNDS QUICKLY

1911A1 (Black Hills 230-grain FMJ) 117"
M1A1 (Winchester 110-grain FMJ) 434"

50 YARDS, SLOW AIMED FIRE, OFF HAND
1911A1 (Black Hills 230-grain FMJ) TVe"
M1A1 (Winchester 110—9rrain FMJ) 64"

at seven yards in which he would fire both weapons
quickly, starting with the safety engaged; and second,
aimed, slower fire at 50-yards off hand. As was to be
expected, the groups fired at seven-yards were sub-
stantially better with the M1A1; however, at 50 yards,
the difference in group size between the two weapons
was less than an inch, though the M1A1 grouped bet-
ter. To some extent this was a reflection of the fact
that Tim shoots handguns a lot at ranges between 25
and 50 yards.

Still, the test also points up that fact that the mis-
take that was often made in World War 1T and Ko-
rea was in comparing the M1/M1A1 Carbine with
the Garand rather than with the 1911. The Carbine
was intended to give troops who would have nor-
mally been armed with a 1911 pistol a more effective
weapon yet one that was handier and easier to carry
than an M1 Garand for support troops, engineers,
crew-served weapons teams, and paratroopers. In the

case of the airborne troops, enough of them remained
armed with the Garand or BAR to hit harder and fur-
ther. The M1A1 gave those paratroopers who jumped
with it, a weapon that would shoot faster and longer
without reloading. Tactically, airborne troops were
meant to carry out raids to seize critical objectives
such as bridges and to hold them only for a limited
amount of time. However, sometimes paratroopers
found themselves waiting longer for the armor or leg
infantry to reach them than expected. In those cases,
the M1A1’s limitations in range and striking power
were offset by the greater amount of ammo in maga-
zines and bandoliers that the individual paratrooper
could carry. For example, 300 rounds of .30-Carbine
ammo would weigh 8.4 pounds, while 300 rounds of
.30-06 ammo would weigh 17.3 pounds. The M1A1
was, indeed, a compromise weapon, but remains an
iconic one and a very cool one!

ORIGINAL G.I. INLAND M1A1 CARBINE
SPECIFICATIONS
Caliber: .30 Carbine

Action: Semi-Auto, Short-Stroke
Gas Piston, Rotating Bolt

35.6 in. (stock extended);
25.5in. (stock folded)

Overall Length:

Barrel Length: 18in.
Weight: 6.2 Ibs.
Magazine Capacity: 15 rounds
Sights: Early: Rear L-Shaped

Flip-Up, Later: Adjustable;
Front: Post

SOURCES OF CURRENT
REPRODUCTION M1A1 CARBINES

Inland-Mfg.com/Inland-Carbines/
M1A1-Paratrooperhtml

Auto-Ordnance.com/auto-ordnance-m1-carbine
SOURCES OF M1 CARBINE AMMUNITION

Caliber: .30 carbine AguilaAmmo.com
Magazine Capacity: 15 FederalPremium.com

Barrel Length: 18in. MagtechAmmunition.com

Total Length: 25.75 in. /35.75 in. PrviPartizan.com

Barrel Groove: 4 Hornady.com

Twist Rate: 1 x 20" Winchester.com

Weight: 5lb. 3oz. WolfAmmo.com
MSRP: $1,279.00

info@inland-mfg.com,
Inland-Mfg.com

ing cartouche marks and stampings in the wood
specific features of the Inland Carbines. B3

Harrison, Jesse. Collecting the M1 Carbine i,
The Arms Chest

Canfield, Bruce. Complete Guide to the M1 Garand
and Carbine, Mowbray Publishing

Larson, R.C. Comprehensive Guide to the
M1 Carbine, Self-Published

THE M1A1 CARBINE






